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The Trage die 0flying Lear, 


You know die g oodneffe I intend vpon you: 

Tell enc but truly,but ti en fpeake the truth. 

Do you not loue my Sifter ? 

Haft. In honour’d Loue. 
jfeg. B it haue you neuer found my Brothers way, 
To the fore-fended place? 

Baft* No by mine honour,Madam. 
l\eg. 1 neuer fhall endure her,deere my Lord 
rk n ot familiar with her. 

Tifft. Fearcnot,{he and the Duke her husband. 

Enter with Drum and folours ^Albany ^GoneriU^Soldiers . 

Alb. Our very louing Sifter,well be-met: 

Sir > this 1 heard,the King is come to his Daughter 
W ich others,whom the rigour of our State 
Forc'd to cry out, 

Begun. Why is this reafond ? 

Cone. Combine together ’gainft the Enemie ; 

For thcfedomeftickeand particular broiles. 

Are not the quefticn heere. 

Alb Let’s then determine with th’ancient of warre 
On our proceeding. 

Siller youle go with vs? 

Con . No. 

Bgg. Ti$ mol} conucnienc,pray go with vs* 

Con. Oh ho,I know the Riddled will goe. 

Exeunt both t be Armies # 

Enter Edgar. 

idg. If ere your Grace had fpccch with man fo poore, 
Heare me one word. 

Alb . He ouertake you,fpeake. 
idg. Before you fight the Battaile,ope this Letter: 
Ifyou hauc vi6lory,let the Trumpet found 
For him that brought it;wretched though Ifccme, 

I can produce a Champion,that will proue 
What is auouched there. Ifyou mifearry. 

Your bufineffeof the world hath foan end, 

And machination ceafes. Fortune loucs you. 
tsffb. Stay till I haue read the Letter. 

Edg. I was forbid it : 

When time fhall fcruc,let but die Herald cry. 

And lie appeare againc. Exit. 

Alb . Why farethee well,I will o’re-lookc thy paper. 

Enter Edmund. 

Baft. The Enemy's in view,draw vp your powers, 
Heere is the guefle of their true ftrength and Forces, 

By dilhgent difcouenc,but your haft 
Is now vrg’d on you. 

A!b> We will greet the time. Exit. 

Baft. To both chefc Sifters haue I fwornemy louc; 
Each icalous of the other,as the flung 
Are of the Adder. Which of them (hall I take ? 

Both ? One / Or neither ?Neither can be cnioy’d 
If both rem3ine aliue : T o take the Widdow* 
Exifperates,makes mad her Sifter GoneriH , 

And hardly fhall 1 carry out my fide. 

Her husband being aliue. Now thcn,wecl vfe 
His countenance for the B3itaile,which being done. 

Let her who would be rid of him,deuifc 
His fpcedy taking off. As for themercie 
Which he intends to Lear and to Cordelia, 

The Battaile done,and they within our power. 


^ Shall neuer fee his pardon : for my ftate 
Stands on me to defend,not to debate. 
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Scena Secrnda. 


Alarum wit him. Enter with Drumme and Colour 
C erdelta, and Souldtersetter the Stage, and Exeunt 1 

Enter Edgar, and Glofter. 

Edg. H ecre Father,take the lhadowofthi s r 
For your good hoaft: pray that the right may thru.! 
Ifeuer I jeturne to youagainc, 1 HC ‘ 

lie bring you comfort. 

Glo. Grace go with you Sir. 

Alarum and Retreat within *'* 
Enter Edgar. ' 

Egdar. Away oldroan.giuemethy hand,3 Way . 
King Lear hath loft,he and his Daughter tane 3 
Giue me thy hand .• Come on. 

Glo. No further Sir,a man may roteuenheere, 
Edg. What in ill thoughts againe l 
Men muft endure 

Their going hence,eucn as their comming hither 
Rjpencflc is all come on. 

Glo. And that's true too. Ex eu n t 


Scena Tertia. 


Enter in conquefi with Drum and Colours Edmund.Lear ) 
and C ordelia.as VTifaners ^ouldisrs ) Captains. 

Baft. Some Officers take them away: good guard, 
Vncill their greater pleafurcsfirftbe knowne 
That are to cenfurc them. 

Cor . Wearcnotthcfirft, 

Who with bell meaning haue incurrM the word: 

For thee opprefled King I am caft downe. 

My felfe could elfe out-fro w nc falfe Fortunes frowne. 
Shall we not fee thefc Daughters,and thefe Sifters ? 

Lear. No,no,no,no : come let's away to priion, 
We two alone will finghke Birds i’th'Cagc* 

When thou doft aske me bltfling,lle kneeledowne 
And aske of thee forgiuenefic: So wee’! liue, 

And pray,and fing,and tell old tales,and laugh 
At gilded Butterflies : and heere (poore Rogues) 
Talkc of Court ncwes,and wee’l ta Ike with them too, 
Who loofc$,and who wins; who's in, who’s out; 

And take vpon’s the myftery of things, 

AHfwc were Gods fpics: And wee*! wearcout 
In a wall’d prifoi^packs and fefts of great ones, 

That ebbe and flow by tii’Moonc# 

Baft. Take them away. 

Lear. Vpon fuch facrificcs my Cordelia, 

The Gods ihemfclucs throw Inccnfe. 

Haue I caught thee? 

He that parrs vs , fhall bring a Brand from Heauen, 
And fire vs hence,like Foxes: wipe thine eyes, 

The good yearcs fhall deuoure them,flcfh and fell 
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r^eyfhallroakevswecpe? 

Ice e’m ftaru’d firft : come. Bxtt. 

' Baft. Come hither Capcaine,heatke. 

Tjke thou this note.go follow them to prifon. 

One ftep 1 haue aduanc’d chcc,if thou do’ft 
A s this inftrufts thee,thou doft make thy way 
t 0 Noble Fortunes : know thou this,that men 

Ate asthe time is » zo bc tcncJer minc!cd 

n 0 ’s not become a S word,thy great imploy ment 

\Vill not bearc queftiomeither lay thou It do t, 

Ot thriueby other meanes. 

Capt. liedo’tmy Lord. 

Baft. About it,and write happy,when th’haw done, 
Clarke I fay inftantly.and carry it fo 

I haue fet it downe. Exit Captaine. 

Flourijh. Enter Albanj fionerill, Regan,Soldiers. 

* 

Jib. Sir,you haue fliew’d to day your valiant ftrainc 
/ind Fortune led you well: you hauc the Captiues 
Who were the oppofites of this dayes ftrife: 

1 do require them of you fo to vfe them. 

As we fhall find their nicrites,and our fafety 
May equally determine. 

Baft. Sir,l thoughc it fit, 

fo fend the old and milerableKingto feme retention, 
Whofe age had Charmes in it,whofc Title more. 

To plucke the common bofome on his fide, 

And turnc our impreftLaunccs in our eics 

Which do command them. With him I fent the Queen: 

My reafon all the fame,and they are ready 

To morrow,or at further fpace,t’appcare 

Where you (hall hold your Scflion. 

Alb. Sir.by your patience, 

1 hold you but a fubieft of this War re, 

Not as a Brother. 

Rrg. That’s as we lift to grace him. 

Methinkes our pleafure migh; haue bin demanded 
Ere you had fpoke fo farre. He led our Powers, 

Bore the Commiffion of my place and perfon, 

The which immediate may well ftand vp, 

And call it felfe your Brother. 

<js». Not fo hot: 

In his owne grace he doth exalt himfclfe, 

More then in your addition. 

Reg. In my rights, 

By me inserted,he compeeres the beft. 

Alb. That were the moft, if he fhould husband you. 
Reg. Iefters do ofc proue Prophets. 

Gon. Hola,hola, 

That eye that told you fo,look’d but a fquint. 

Rega. Lady I am not well,elfe I thould anfwere 
From a full flowing ftomack. Generali, 

Take thou my Souldicrs,prifoners,patrimony, 

Difpofeof them, of me, the walls is thine: 

Wicncfle the world,that I create thee heere 
My Lord,and Mafter. 

Gon, Meaneyoutoentoyhim? 

Alb. The let alone lies not in your good will. 

Baft, Nor in thine Lord. 

Alb, Halfe-bloodcd fellow,yes. 

Beg. Let the D rum ftrike,and proue my title thine'. 
Alb. Stay yet,hcare reafon :£d»s»»d,Iarreft thee 
On capitall Treafon; and in thy arreft, 

This guilded Serpent: foryour claimc faire Sifter*, | 
I bare it in the intcreft of my wife, ^ 


’Tis flie is fub-concra£ted to this Lord, 

And I her husband contradict your Bane?. 

If you will marry,make your loucs ro me. 

My Lady is befpoke. 

Gon. Anentcrlude. 

Alb. Thou art armed Glofter, 

Let the Trmpct found : 

If none appeare to proue vpon thy perfon. 

Thy heynous,mantfeft, and many Trealons, 

There is my pledge : He ma ke it on thy heart 
Ere I cafte bread,thou art in nothing lefle 
Then I haue heere proclaim’d thee. 

Reg. Sickc,0 ficke. 

Gon. If not. He ncrc cruft medicine. 

‘Baft. There’s my exchange,what in the world hes 
That names me Traitor, villain-like he lies, 

Call by the Trumpet; he that dares approach; 

Or. him,on you,who not, I will maintaine 
My truth and honor firmcly. 

Enter a Herald. 

Alb. AHeraldjho. 

Truft to thy Angle venue,for thy Souldier? 

All leuied in my name,haue in my name 
Tooke their difcharge. 

Regan. My ficknefle growes vpon ir.c. 

Alb, She is not well ,conuey her to my Tent. 

Come hither Herald,let the Trumper found. 

And read out this. A T umpet founds. 

Herald reads . 

I F any man of qualitie or degree, within the lift s of the Ar - 
nfY 9 Wf{{ waintaine vpon Edmund, fuppofed Earle of Glo ft er , 
that be is a manifold Traitor , let him appeare by the third 
found of the Tr umpet: he ts bold in his dtfenc e* I T* umpet • 
Her. Againc. 2 Trumpet. 

Her , Againc, 3 Trumpet. 

7 rumpet anfvers wit hm. 


Enter Edgar armed. 

Alb . Aske him his purpofes,why he appeares 
Vpon this Call o’th’Trumpet. 

Her , What are you? 

Your name,your quality,and why you anfwer 
Thi s prefent Summons? 

Edg. Know my name is loft 
By Treafons tooth: bare-gnawne,and Canker-bit, 

Yet am I Noble as the Aduerlary 
I come to cope. 

Mb. Which is that Adncrfary ? 

Edg. What's he that fpeakes for EdmundEzxlz ofGlo- 
r Bafh. Himfclfe,what (aift thou to him i (Her ? 

Edg. Draw thy Sword, 

That if my fpcech offend a Noble heart, 

Thy arme may do -'hee jufticc/hecre is mine : 

Behold it is my pnuiledge. 

The priuil:dge of mine Honours, 

My oathjand my profeflfvon. 1 proteft, 

Maugrc thy ftrength.piacoutji 3 and eminence, 
Defpife thy vi&or-Sword ,nd fire new Fortune, 

Thy valor,and thy heart,thou art a Traitor : 

Falfe to thy Gods,thy Brother,and thy Father^ 
Confpirant 'gainft this high iiiuftirous Prince, 

Ana from th’extremeft vpward of thy head. 

To the difeent and dull below thy footer 

ffa 
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